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High Schoolers Pen Their Best Lyrics
for Song Writing Competition
In April, the Rita
Marley
Foundation(JA)
launched its
inaugural
songwriting
competition. With
invitations
submitted to high
schools across
Jamaica. The
theme, selected
by Dr. Rita Marley,
“Strong Black
Women & Their
Role in History.”
Winners were
Afaya Pollack (1st place) & Michael
determined by an
Harris(Judge)
expert judging
panel. Comprising
Beverley Laskley,CEO National Library of Jamaica; Vernon
Derby, Media Personality, Nationwide News Network 90FM;
Dr. Keino Senior, Dean School of Arts Management and
Humanities (SAMH) Edna Manley College of the Visual &
Performing Arts; Michael Harris, Head of Department for
Performance, Edna Manley College of the Visual &
Performing Arts. Results were revealed on July 1,
International Reggae Day. Ardenne High School’s Afaya
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Pollack and Ruwenzori Ra amassed first and
second places respectively. York Castle High
School’s Shawvick Barrett placed third.
Winners awarded cash prizes of
$50,000,$25,000, $15,000.
Head Judge, Vernon Derby (Media
Personality/Nationwide News Network
90FM) shared “Judges are amazed at the
level of talent out there in schools. The Rita
Marley Foundation must continue to nurture
their talents. This will go a long way in
uplifting the nation’s youth and ensuring
the future of music is well preserved.”
Music and voice will be added to Afaya
Pollack’s winning submission, to create a
musical master piece. For that mission, the
Foundation hired acclaimed producer/
Ruwenzori Ra (2nd place) & Dr. Keino Senior
musician Grub Cooper, who has worked
(Judge)
with the Marley family on numerous
musical tunes. An elated Cooper stated“ As
a veteran musician it is a privilege to be able
to participate with youth in this competition.
Young people tend to believe they are the
repository for all knowledge. So it is nice
when young people can get out that box and
be able to reach out to elders for knowledge.
There are still some young people who are
willing to learn.”
Rosemary Duncan, manager at the
foundation articulated “The Rita Marley
Foundation(JA) is highly impressed with the
volume of entries and keen interest of
students, parents and educators.
Songwriting is an important skill and talent.
It is a lucrative career that is in growing
demand globally. Therefore, the Foundation
is honoured to have conceptualized this
activity and looks forward to execution of an
even greater event in 2020.”

Beverley Lashley(Judge) & Shawvick Barrett (3rd
place)

Thank you JAH for you make me sing
I'm gonna singalong singalong
Said I'm in no competition
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Head Judge, Vernon Derby (Natiowide News Netwok) receives award from
Rosemary Duncan (manager, RMF) for contributions to event

Amazing thanks to everyone who helped
make the inaugural songwriting competition an incredible success:
Mighty thanks-Dr. Rita Marley (President/Founder),
Ms. Stephanie Marley (Director), Ms. Rosemary Duncan (Manager)
Immeasurable thanks judges
Mr. Vernon Derby, Ms. Beverley Lashley, Dr. Keino Senior, Mr. Michael Harris
Gigantic thanks to all participants.
We greatly thank principals, teachers, parents & students
Major thanks to Mrs. Donna Leeds
Countless thanks media
Loop Jamaica, Jamaica Gleaner, Jamaica Observer,
Nationwide News Network 90FM
Ooooooo
But I've made my decision
Ooooooo
Harambe
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Music Education for Basic Schoolers

Students Learn Percussions

For the second consecutive year, Rita Marley Foundation(JA)gifted Music Education for
Holy trinity Basic school students.
Instructors, acclaimed musician/composer, Asley ‘Grub’ Cooper and Simone Kenny.
Simone focused on the theoretical aspects of music and practical training, in the
recorder. Grub taught percussions and vocals. Tutoring divided into quarters. Theory
taught during one quarter. Practical lessons, 3 quarters.
The little ones were introduced to various instruments; including, drums, didgeridoo,
maracas, treble clef and stave. They also learned notations and breathing techniques.
Maroons Musical Instruments
Grub and Simone, taught the infants about the Abeng. Used by Maroons for
communicating. To the children’s great delight, during one lesson, Simone put her phone
on speaker and dialed a Maroon colonel. He shared a wealth of knowledge and history.
At another session, tutors brought to class, a Maroon named Mustafa Reds. A
professional drummer.
You can keep
You can keep your opinion
I just callin on the white man communion
Harambe

July 2019 - October 2019

4 of 10

Serenading parents/guardians

Graduation performance

He taught students about his drum, called the Djembe. A versatile instrument, used for
playing original Maroon songs. With intense fervor, students replicated the sounds
created on Mustafa’s drum. He added an instrument, referred to as jingle bells, worn on
his pants, which he said helped with timing. Mustapha chanted and danced with great
energy. His emphatic movements, rhythm and vocals excited the little ones. Who
smiled and drummed along.
Music tuition classes closed at the end of June. Students successfully graduated on July
3.

St. Isaac's Basic School Grateful for Assistance
St. Isaac’s Basic school is located in
Three Miles, Kingston. One of three
basic schools operated by the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church(EOC). For some
parents and guardians, it is difficult to
provide for their kids’ educational needs.
For this reason, the Rita Marley
Foundation(JA), reached out to school
principal, Mrs. Antoinette Scott, offering
to cover graduation costs, for those
unable. The cheque presented to her, on
June 21.
Mrs. Scott and St. Isaac’s Basic School
profusely thanked Dr. Rita Marley and
Ms. Rosemary Duncan, Manager, Rita Marley
the Foundation for its thoughtfulness
Foundation(JA) presents cheque to Mrs. Scott, Principal,
and generousity.
St. Isaacs Basic School.

Thank you JAH for what you've done for me
Thank you JAH for what your doing now
Right now now
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Academic Giants &
Rita Marley Competition Winners Dialogue

Winners with Professor Strephen Vasciannie President of UTECH

Five top performers at Rita Marley Foundation(JA) annual Essay and Public Speaking
Competitions, were special guests of President of UTECH, Professor Stephen Vasciannie
and Principal of U.W.I, Professor Dale Webber.
Students engaged in discourse on various educational and social issues; at a round table
meeting with Professor Stephen Vasiciannie. When Westwood High School’s, Wendy-Ann
Ivey (2nd place Public Speaking Competition 2019) posed a poignant question “what
advise you give to students, that they do not like?” The entire gathering, which also
included teachers, parent and Rita Marley Foundation(JA) manager, Rosemary Duncan,
looked keenly at Professor Vasiciannie, in anticipation of his response. He revealed,
“Sometimes, as teenagers, you don’t see the link between where you are at and where
you want to be. Regardless of your career goals, remember your performance next year
starts now. If you have eight to ten weeks vacation, take up books and study. If you
have an opportunity for a summer job, take it to broaden your horizon.” He further
disclosed that the university makes available $20 million in annual scholarships, for
those financially challenged.
Thank you JAH for every little thing
Yeah Yeah
Thank you JAH you make the birds to sing
Harambe
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Rita Marley Foundation 2018 Essay & 2019 Public Speaking Competition Winners &
Coaches meet Prof Dale Webber, Principal of University of the West Indies

Following what they described as an amazing tour of the Bob Marley Museum, the astute
students met with Professor Dale Webber at his conference room, U.W.I Mona. The
academic leader opened the forum with powerful words of wisdom. “Be an influence to
those around you. You are among the most brilliant, gifted of your peers. Encourage
them to be the best they could be. In Jamaica, we need people who could think out of
the box. Also remember, moderation without mediocrity. Extra curricular activities, are
as important as academic activities. Merge the two. Do a lot of things, but do them in
moderation.”
During vibrant group discussion, Immaculate Conception High School’s Lorena Eschoe
(3rd place Public Speaking Competition 2019) sort Professor Webber’s counsel as to
whether “innovation and creativity are most important, since the world’s richest person,
Bill Gates, is a university drop out.” He asserted “if Bill Gates had finished university, he
would have been ten times richer.” Professor Webber further disclosed that U.W.I invests
$957 million annually, on scholarships.
At the close of the activities, students, teachers, parents expressed tremendous
gratitude to the university officials and Rita Marley Foundation(JA) for their contributions
towards positive development of youths.
We're gonna singalong singalong
Said I'm in no competition
Ooooooo
Harambe
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Rita Marley Foundation(JA) sponsored
Clean Up Exercise At EOC premises, Maxfield Avenue.

Using wacker to clear weed

Cleanup Exercise at EOC, Maxfield
Avenue

Garbage collected from property
Cleanup campaign

But I've made my decision
Ooooooo
You can keep your opinion
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July 2019 - October 2019

8 of 10

Donation to Abuna Yeshaq Home for the Aged
Special thanks to Ms. Stephanie Marley (Director).

Comin goin
Comin goin
I'm want to tell you
Harambe
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Wonderful Works in Konkonuru, Ghana
Rita Marley Foundation(Ghana)
Seniors engage in uplifting discourse, at Alpha & Omega Home for the Aged

Community children receive assistance with homework & participate in story telling
programme.
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